
Trailside Point Performing Arts Academy Principal Receives Award 
County School Superintendent Honors 2018 Exemplary Principals 

 
LAVEEN, MARCH 29, 2018 –Maricopa County School Superintendent Steve Watson is 
pleased to announce that Ms. Sarah Zembruski has been named a 2018 Maricopa 
County Exemplary Principal. Ms. Zembruski is the principal at Trailside Point 
Performing Arts Academy in the Laveen Elementary School District. 
 
Principal Zembruski is receiving this honor based on her exceptional leadership in 
building a strong school culture resulting in high student achievement and low teacher 
turn-over. She is known for supporting her staff and caring about them as individuals. 
In a time when teacher turnover and vacancies are high, Ms. Zembruski has retained 
87% of her staff from year to year. Mr. Bill Johnson, Laveen Elementary School District 
Superintendent stated, "Ms. Zembruski is regarded very highly among her peers and is 
sought out by other principals for her advice and guidance. Sarah is an exceptional 
school principal and fits the criteria for Exemplary Principal in every way." 

Maricopa County School Superintendent Steve Watson values school leaders that 
support and empower teachers who provide excellent education opportunities to 
students. The Superintendent annually announces the Maricopa County Exemplary 
Principal Award to school leaders that: 

• Exemplify practices and leadership (during the past three school years) that 
contribute to improved student learning. 

• Involve staff, parents, and community members in developing an effective 
school culture. 

• Have a history of high teacher retention. 

Superintendent Watson stated, “I am a teacher that ran for County School 
Superintendent to support my fellow teachers in improving learning for all students. 
One way to do that is by celebrating the leaders that clear the way for great teaching to 
happen. Principals have the power to create positive teaching environments and, in 
turn, excellent learning opportunities for students. Sarah Zembruski is one of those 
principals, and I am pleased to present her with this award.” 
 



Eight Exemplary Principals will be awarded by Steve Watson this coming week. Learn 
more about the Exemplary Principal award and view the other winners as they are 
notified at mcesa.info/exemplary-principals. 
 
About the Office of the Maricopa County School Superintendent 
The Office of the Maricopa County School Superintendent, led by elected 
Superintendent Steve Watson, is statutorily responsible to serve Maricopa County 
residents, especially its 725,382 students. The superintendent’s office works to 
strengthen teacher voice, increase respect for the teaching profession, and create 
resources that teachers can use to teach creatively and with autonomy. 
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